
As we finish up the year at Arethusa, it’s a great time to look back at all that has been achieved

and acknowledge the hard work of our students across all campuses. 

We started the year with 572 students, spread over three campuses, and finish the year with

990 students over six campuses. We have had our largest number of Year 12 Graduates to date, I

am so proud of the 76 Arethusa students who graduated Year 12 in 2021 – we believe in you and

expect great things for each and every one of you, and look forward to being able to continue

celebrating your successes as alumni in 2022 and beyond. 

2021 has been an exciting year of growth for Arethusa College. January saw the opening of our

Montague Road campus and the launch of the Arethusa Adventure Academy; both new ventures

seeing Arethusa meeting the needs of more students. The commencement of Semester 2 saw

the launching of two additional campuses at Forest Lake and Maroochydore, enabling Arethusa

to engage even more students in learning that is tailored to their needs. We are humbled by the

growth and the opportunity to do education differently for students and are extremely

privileged to be able to work with these incredible young people who need, and deserve a more

personal approach to learning. 

We wish all our students and families a safe and happy Christmas. We look forward to seeing

you in January 2022. 

Lisa Coles,

Executive Principal
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What a Year for Arethusa!



Increase in School Based
Traineeships and Apprenticeships.
Introduction of new Certificate II
Kitchen Operations partnering with
Queensland Academy of Technology.  
Gemma from MAS Apprenticeships
and Traineeships visited all campuses
to discuss information on how to
obtain an opportunity, interview
skills, resume writing and how to
apply for jobs. It was great to have
Gemma on campus!
Link and Launch program: Justine
Gaske came to speak with Year 12
students about their post school
options.
Year 12 school leavers expo was a
great success. Students were able to
meet and connect with a range of
training and employment providers
for post Year 12 assistance.
We have celebrated the success of
all the students that graduated and
passed their VET courses this year!
Well done.

Pathways
2021 has been the biggest year to date for the Pathways team, with over 70 work experience placements
organised across all campuses. Many of our students were given the opportunity to shine in a wide variety
of workplaces, such as auto mechanical, construction, hospitality, veterinary practice, hair and beauty,
landscaping and childcare. It is extremely satisfying to see a young person try an industry area of interest,
then return to recount what they learned and how they enjoyed being part of a work team. 

These opportunities help students with career decisions, and sometimes lead to offers of an
apprenticeship or traineeship. We enjoy the feedback workplaces provide us on how the students have
contributed to their company. VET courses at Arethusa College are pathways to preparing for the work
force. Arethusa College has a range of courses on and off campus for Year 11-12 students, please contact
us for more information.

SEMESTER HIGHLIGHTS

Raylene Clark, VET Pathways Coordinator



As always, the time at The Bay has been

extraordinary, eventful and triumphant. We

have enjoyed doing a range of learning in and

out of the classroom and indeed off campus. 

Junior School Students were privileged to

have a weekly visit in term 4 from a drumming

group called 'In Rhythm Drumming'. This gave

the students the opportunity to learn rhythm

patterns to increase efficiency in hand eye

coordination and multi-tasking. Drumming

also builds a person’s confidence and impulse

control through mindfulness practices in the

drumming exercises.  

The Junior School Students also went on a

variety of sporting excursions where they

swam, explored and jumped on trampolines.
 
Middle School Students enjoyed an overnight

stay at Tunnelridge Ranch where students

spent time grooming the horses, enjoying

team building exercises, archery, ropes, and

swimming. They also visited the Planetarium

at Mt Coot-tha to enjoy looking at the stars. 

Senior School Students celebrated the end of

the year at Movie World. We celebrated the

Year 12 graduation and formal - there were

many proud and emotional parents,

caregivers, and staff at both these events. Our

young people are an inspiration and we wish

them every success with their future

endevours.

 

 T h e  B a y



In November we celebrated Christmas early with our Whole College Christmas Festival.

Students enjoyed scaling a climbing wall, eating ice-cream and fairy floss, taking photos with

friends in the photo booth and jumping on the jumping castle. The highlight was the Colour

Run. Students were provided with a white t-shirt, and they ran through a rainbow shower of

coloured chalk mixture.  

Every day, the staff at The Bay love, support and teach the students for whom they care. Our

staff are purpose driven, dedicated and want to make a difference in a child’s life.  

As we grow our mission does not change. The way we serve our students will be refined and
improved. It will always be done with sincerity and generosity.  

Gratitude and thanks to all our families who willingly partnered with us in 2021. 

Marian Revermann,

Campus Principal, The Bay

 T h e  B a y



Semester 2 was full of action-packed learning for the Adventure Academy students. We cleared and
developed a sandy beach near our classroom, enabling quick and easy access to our lakes. Students
explored different aspects of ‘survival’, from the world of micro-organisms, up to our very own survival.
 
Students had the opportunity to push their personal limits by canoeing 41 km down the Upper Brisbane
River, over three days. Students explored our surrounding environment for wild food and developed a
‘Bush Tucker Trail’. Students were then given the opportunity to participate in an overnight ‘Survivor’ camp
in our outdoor bush area. 

In Term 4, we studied business by undertaking the ‘$20 Boss’ challenge. Students learned important
entrepreneurial skills in creating, developing and running a small business.  They borrowed from our ‘bank’
and sold their goods and/or services during our College Christmas Festival. All the students who
participated left with a little more money in their pocket, and a greater understanding and awareness of 
 both the joy and challenges of running a business. One of the long-term resources that came out of the
business project was the construction of our ‘Jungle Obstacle Course’.  The year finished with the planting
of a AAA Time Capsule.

Roy Devine,
Head of Arethusa Adventure Academy SEMESTER

HIGHLIGHTS

Two three-day canoe
expeditions 
Visit to Brisbane Escape
Rooms
Overnight survival camp
Weekly swimming
Developing a ‘Bush
Tucker’ trail
Operating businesses
during our campus
Christmas Festival
Creating our own beach
on the lake

‘Gel blaster’ and ‘Sherp’
extreme off-road day at
Tankride
Celebration and burying of
our founding students'
‘Time Capsule’

 A r e t h u s a  A d v e n t u r e  A c a d e m y



SEMESTER
HIGHLIGHTS

Ten Pin Bowling
Outdoor Laser Tag
Bli Bli Water Park

Excursions

 A r e t h u s a  S p o r t s  A c a d e m y

In Term 3 our ASA students considered the role of sport in the
community and how it can promote health and wellbeing.
They planned and hosted a sporting event for the Arethusa
school community. They considered all aspects of event
management including planning, resources, schedules,
budget, and marketing. The day was a great success and was
thoroughly enjoyed. 

In Term 4 our focus was on 'Social Responsibility' within our
school community. The students planned and delivered sports
coaching to peers and Junior School students at Arethusa.
They considered all aspects of management including
planning, resources, risk management and schedules.

Stuart Brochu-Ward, 
Head of Arethusa Sports Academy

Rugby Gala Day from
NRL Representative
ASA Sport Gala and
Fete Day 
Sports Coaching
Clinics

Incursions

The ASA staff team are proud
of the outstanding outcomes
that have been achieved this
Semester. 

We wish our Year 10 students
all the best as they transition
into Senior School and look
forward to seeing new and
returning students join ASA in
2022.



M a r o o c h y d o r e
Our Maroochydore Campus opened for students in Years 7 to 10 at the start of Term 3 with 42 students,
and the roll grew to 85 students by the start of Term 4. We are continuing to undertake construction
work that will extend new learning spaces on the second and third floors. We are excited to be able to
continue growing our enrolments into this space in 2022.
 
Young people tell us that staff really care about them and will never give up on them. This helps students
to experience a deep sense of belonging and aspirational support that fosters greater self-belief, self-
awareness, courage, and commitment to improve skillsets. 

Students and staff had a memorable celebration day of First Nation culture on our campus, listening to
Uncle Tais, Traditional Owner of Kabi Kabi People here on the Sunshine Coast. Our students showed the
upmost respect to our Elder, who yarned with storytelling of Country and kinship, and entertained us
with clap sticks. Students were treated to a staff member playing the didgeridoo as well as participating
in cooking and tasting traditional damper and kangaroo meat, creating cultural artwork on a banner, and
exploring a footsteps timeline.  

We had a number of excursions to Maroochydore Botanical Gardens, Maroochydore Wetlands, Mount
Emu, and Buderim Falls Park. We were impressed to observe emerging peer leadership, where some
Middle School Students coached and mentored the younger people on the trips to the Suncoast Clippers
Basketball Club on Mondays and Wednesdays.  

We look forward to welcoming all the new enrolments as well as Seniors in Years 11 and 12 onto our
campus at the start of the new year. 

Marcelle Calitz, 
Principal, Maroochydore Campus



M a r o o c h y d o r e

"It is a really comforting and friendly
environment to learn in."
Middle School Student, Maroochydore

SEMESTER
HIGHLIGHTS

Opening of the
campus
First Nation
Cultural visit
Maroochydore
Botanical Gardens
excursion
Maroochydore
Wetlands
Excursion
Mout Emu
Excursion
Buderim Falls Park
Excursion
Suncoast Clippers
Basketball Club



S p r i n g  H i l l

Semester 2 at Spring Hill has been full of some exciting new initiatives designed to engage our students
in learning, as well as making the space much more inviting.

Electives have been introduced into the Junior and Middle School, which enable students to choose an
area that they are interested in pursuing. Students so far have been able to choose from art, music,
cooking and science. These subjects are designed to be very practical and hands-on, and students have
produced some great work which was on display recently at our Graduation and Award Celebration.

Cooking
Students in cooking prepared a number of both sweet and savoury dishes that they could take home,
whilst also preparing a staff morning tea for World Teachers Day and assisting in preparing the food for
afternoon tea following our Graduation and Award Celebration.

A significant amount of furniture has been
purchased for the ground level to provide
students with comfortable seating options as
well as some funky new table and chair options
during break times. The front verandah has also
been opened as a useable space for students
during break times.

"Don't let what you cannot do interfere with what you can do."
John Wooden



S p r i n g  H i l l
Science
Students in science have undertaken a number of experiments looking at topics including; density of
liquids (see the density burritos below); how plants take up water (see below); how lava lamps work; what
is the best slime recipe; what would happen if bees became extinct; how to regrow vegetable scraps and
many more.

Personal Projects
Students throughout the year enjoyed undertaking
personal projects in areas of their interest. Projects in 2021
have included learning a language; Pirates; reviewing the
movie ‘Alice in Wonderland’; Mythology: a comparison of
Egyptian, Greek and Chinese ancient civilisations; the
anatomy of a Praying Mantis and many more. Year 12
student Isaiah Powell has focused his projects this year on
aspects of Indigenous Culture which included establishing
some bush tucker pots to decorate the front balcony. 

Senior Formal 
43 students completed Year 12 this year and many of them
enjoyed a lovely evening of celebration with Senior staff at
the Lord Alfred Hotel on 10 November. The students
looked amazing and had fun dancing the night away and
enjoying each other’s company. While they may have
completed their studies with us, we hope that they will
regularly return to visit and chat with their Arethusa, Spring
Hill family.

Kerry McFarlane, 
Principal, Spring Hill Campus



M o n t a g u e  R o a d

 

In our Junior area, this has included the establishment of a simple ‘Maker-Space’ station. This included a
work bench and storage cabinet and a few simple tools including 12v power tools and some basic soldering
equipment. We found some students suddenly came alive with a saw in their hands. Its impact included
engagement of executive parts of their brain and help with self-regulation. We also noticed a lift in
collaborative thinking and co-operation. As the year has progressed, we found ourselves creating
individualised projects that included literacy and numeracy as well as other areas. We are looking forward
to developing this further next year.

As one of the younger members of the Arethusa
family, Montague Road has spent 2021 building
relationships and growing our student and staff
family. We have innovated in several areas
throughout the year as we have worked to establish
our nuances and identity.



M o n t a g u e  R o a d

Our Health and Physical Education program has
morphed from humble beginnings, where we
would walk to Davies Park for lessons, to 
 expanding to a comprehensive HPE intensive
week filled with fun and engaging activities. This
included: West End orienteering; pavement chalk
art; “Thusa Olympics;” giant cobweb challenge;
Urban Climb; mindful Monday Tai-Chi, just to
mention a few.

Montague Road has taken an innovative, artistic
direction this year, with the embracing of
creativity not only as a means for students to 

self-regulate but also as a way of showcasing our
students’ amazing talent. This talent exploded at
our inaugural graduation and showcase, where
our students exhibited their skills in an Art Show
and in the presentation of a collaborative, mixed
media artwork to our CEO Mick, for his 50th
Birthday and his foundational work in helping set
up our campus. Now with a dedicated Art
classroom, we are anticipating incredible growth
and opportunities in 2022.

Peter McNamara, 
Principal, Montague Road Campus



F o r e s t  L a k e
Welcome to the new Arethusa Campus at Forest Lake! We have had an incredible start over this
Semester with many exciting events. We’ve grown from 50 to 135 students, including our adopted
beautiful therapy guinea pigs Sugar & Spice. 

The students here have enthusiastically involved themselves in the VTQ program. They love the new
booklets and the challenge of working through them to gain a Certificate 1 in Adult Education. We
leaned towards bringing dynamism in the classroom through pedal bikes; it’s been a hit! 

Music recording, tech and art has been popular at Forest Lake; students have worked on canvases to
produce pop art as well as fluid pour art.  The boxing program provided by The Boxing Shop in
Salisbury was also a hit. The Director Gareth Williams has worked with his team to improve boxing
skills and discipline with our students.  

Eryn Grady, 
Principal, Forest Lake Campus



F o r e s t  L a k e

In Term 3, Forest Lake attended the
Roller-skating Park. We had students
step out of their comfort zone! There
were skills and many spills by staff
and students, yet the FUN was out of
this world! 
 
We visited Urban Extreme for Term
4. Students were targets of accurate
dodgeball throws and laser tagging.
They loved bouncing, somersaulting
and finished off with a scrumptious
BBQ.

SEMESTER
HIGHLIGHTS



A n y w h e r e  L e a r n i n g  T e a m

In 2021, 129 students were welcomed into the Arethusa Anywhere Learning Team (ALT) program.
While each education plan is as unique as our students, a common element of the ALT program is
a focus on empowering students to transition to their best ‘next step’ of their learning journey. 53
students transitioned to either an Arethusa campus, or other local school; 59 students are
continuing on the ALT program for Term 1, 2022; while other students are now attending TAFE,
working or engaged with community volunteer work.

The Windsor classroom was recreated this Semester to increase opportunities for students to
remain in the classroom for brain breaks, as well as inbuilt quiet break-out spaces.  Our
Occupational Therapist, Analise, was instrumental in supporting Windsor, and other Arethusa
campuses in designing similar spaces for students. 

To celebrate our CEO’s 50th birthday, some ALT students and staff joined Mick for morning tea
and Laser Tag. Without receiving any special treatment, Mick was able to hold his own against
some powerful competitors – special mention to Robert C from Forest Lake for his incredible high
scores.

Stacey Power,
Head of Inclusive Education & Anywhere Learning Team



M i c k ' s  B i r t h d a y  T o u r
Congratulations to our CEO Mick on his 50th birthday!

To celebrate, our campuses all organised fun activities, lunches or parties which Mick participated in.
Thank you Mick, for all of the work you do behind the scenes, to set up our College campuses, staff and
students for success. We really appreciate everything you do and hope you feel celebrated by your
Arethusa Birthday Tour!



2 0 2 2  T e r m  D a t e s
As you can see, 2021 has been extremely busy with a lot of growth for our College and campuses. We
would like to thank all staff, families and students for a wonderful year in 2021. We wish you a very
Merry Christmas and a safe and relaxing break. We look forward to seeing you back in 2022. 
Here are our term dates for next year.


